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Madam C. J. Walker Erica L. Ball 2021-01-29
"[An] exhaustively detailed account of the life of
Madam C.J. Walker." Booklist, Starred Review
Madam C. J. Walker—reputed to be America’s
first self-made woman millionaire—has long
been celebrated for her rags-to-riches story.
Born to former slaves in the Louisiana Delta in
the aftermath of the Civil War, married at
fourteen, and widowed at twenty, Walker spent
the first decades of her life as a laundress,
laboring in conditions that paralleled the lives of
countless poor and working-class African
American women. By the time of her death in
1919, however, Walker had refashioned herself
into one of the most famous African American
figures in the nation: the owner and president of
a hair-care empire and a philanthropist wealthy
enough to own a country estate near the
Rockefellers in the prestigious New York town of
Irvington-on-Hudson. In this biography, Erica
Ball places this remarkable and largely forgotten
life story in the context of Walker’s times. Ball
analyzes Walker’s remarkable acts of self-
fashioning, and explores the ways that Walker
(and the Walker brand) enabled a new
generation of African Americans to bridge the
gap between a nineteenth-century agrarian past
and a twentieth-century future as urban-dwelling
consumers.
Madam C.J. Walker A'Lelia Perry Bundles 2008
Madam C.J. Walker, the first woman - black or
white - to become a self-made millionaire,
started out as a laundress with few prospects.
Originally named Sarah Breedlove, she was the
first in her formerly enslaved family to be born
free. Poor for most of her life, Walker invented a
line of hair-care products when she was 37 years
old. Eleven years later, she owned and operated
her own thriving business, the Madam C. J.
Walker Manufacturing Company. She trained
thousands of consultants - almost all of them
women - who purchased her products for resale
to their customers throughout the United States,
Central America, and the Caribbean. Through
her work, Walker created a legacy of pride and

do-it-yourself spirit that still resonates today.
Read about this remarkable woman and her
legacy in ""Madam C.J. Walker: Entrepreneur"".
A Place to Belong Amber O'Neal Johnston
2022-05-17 A guide for families of all
backgrounds to celebrate cultural heritage and
embrace inclusivity in the home and beyond.
Gone are the days when socially conscious
parents felt comfortable teaching their children
to merely tolerate others. Instead, they are
looking for a way to authentically embrace the
fullness of their diverse communities. A Place to
Belong offers a path forward for families to
honor their cultural heritage and champion
diversity in the context of daily family life by: •
Fostering open dialogue around discrimination,
race, gender, disability, and class • Teaching
“hard history” in an age-appropriate way •
Curating a diverse selection of books and media
choices in which children see themselves and
people who are different • Celebrating cultural
heritage through art, music, and poetry •
Modeling activism and engaging in community
service projects as a family Amber O’Neal
Johnston, a homeschooling mother of four,
shows parents of all backgrounds how to create
a home environment where children feel secure
in their own personhood and culture, enabling
them to better understand and appreciate
people who are racially and culturally different.
A Place to Belong gives parents the tools to
empower children to embrace their unique
identities while feeling beautifully tethered to
their global community.
George Washington Carver Patricia Mckissack
2013-01-01 George Washington Carver spent his
life asking questions and looking for the
answers. He gained a reputation as the farmers'
best friend after teaching about crop rotation.
He told farmers to grow peanuts and sweet
potatoes to "rest" their soil between cotton
crops. And what could they do with all those
peanuts? Carver developed more than 300
peanut-based products, from milk to printers'
ink, and more than 100 ways to use sweet
potatoes. Young children love the story of this
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exceptional inventor.
The Color Purple Alice Walker 2023-08-01 The
inspiration for the new film adaptation of the
Tony-winning Broadway musical. Alice Walker’s
iconic modern classic, and winner of the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Book Award A powerful
cultural touchstone of modern literature, The
Color Purple depicts the lives of African
American women in early twentieth-century
rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie
and Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in
each other across time, distance, and silence.
Through a series of letters spanning twenty
years, first from Celie to God, then the sisters to
each other despite the unknown, the novel
draws readers into its rich and memorable
portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia
and their experience. The Color Purple broke the
silence around domestic and sexual abuse,
narrating the lives of women through their pain
and struggle, companionship and growth,
resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate
and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic
carries readers on a spirit-affirming journey
toward redemption and love.
When Harlem Was in Vogue David Levering
Lewis 1997-06-01 "A major study...one that
thorougly interweaves the philosophies and fads,
the people and movements that combined to give
a small segment of Afro America a brief place in
the sun."—The New York Times Book Review.
Women Invent! Susan Casey 1997-10 Uses short
biographies of women inventors around the
world to demonstrate how inventions come
about.
Style and Status Susannah Walker 2007-02-23
Between the 1920s and the 1970s, American
economic culture began to emphasize the value
of consumption over production. At the same
time, the rise of new mass media such as radio
and television facilitated the advertising and
sales of consumer goods on an unprecedented
scale. In Style and Status: Selling Beauty to
African American Women, 1920–1975, Susannah
Walker analyzes an often-overlooked facet of
twentieth-century consumer society as she
explores the political, social, and racial
implications of the business devoted to
producing and marketing beauty products for
African American women. Walker examines
African American beauty culture as a significant

component of twentieth-century consumerism,
and she links both subjects to the complex racial
politics of the era. The efforts of black
entrepreneurs to participate in the American
economy and to achieve self-determination of
black beauty standards often caused conflict
within the African American community.
Additionally, a prevalence of white-owned firms
in the African American beauty industry sparked
widespread resentment, even among advocates
of full integration in other areas of the American
economy and culture. Concerned African
Americans argued that whites had too much
influence over black beauty culture and were
invading the market, complicating matters of
physical appearance with questions of race and
power. Based on a wide variety of documentary
and archival evidence, Walker concludes that
African American beauty standards were shaped
within black society as much as they were
formed in reaction to, let alone imposed by, the
majority culture. Style and Status challenges the
notion that the civil rights and black power
movements of the 1950s through the 1970s
represents the first period in which African
Americans wielded considerable influence over
standards of appearance and beauty. Walker
explores how beauty culture affected black
women's racial and feminine identities, the role
of black-owned businesses in African American
communities, differences between black-owned
and white-owned manufacturers of beauty
products, and the concept of racial progress in
the post–World War II era. Through the story of
the development of black beauty culture, Walker
examines the interplay of race, class, and gender
in twentieth-century America.
What Color is My World? Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
2012-01-03 While twins Ella and Herbie help the
handyman Mr. Midal work on their new home,
he tells them about such inventors as Granville
Woods, Dr. Henry T. Sampson, and James West,
giving them a new view of their heritage as
African Americans.
Harlem Claude McKay 1968
On Her Own Ground A'Lelia Bundles 2002-01-01
Soon to be a Netflix series starring Octavia
Spencer, On Her Own Ground is the first full-
scale biography of “one of the great success
stories of American history” (The Philadelphia
Inquirer), Madam C.J. Walker—the legendary
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African American entrepreneur and
philanthropist—by her great-great-
granddaughter, A’Lelia Bundles. The daughter of
formerly enslaved parents, Sarah
Breedlove—who would become known as
Madam C. J. Walker—was orphaned at seven,
married at fourteen, and widowed at twenty. She
spent the better part of the next two decades
laboring as a washerwoman for $1.50 a week.
Then—with the discovery of a revolutionary hair
care formula for black women—everything
changed. By her death in 1919, Walker managed
to overcome astonishing odds: building a storied
beauty empire from the ground up, amassing

wealth unprecedented among black women, and
devoting her life to philanthropy and social
activism. Along the way, she formed friendships
with great early-twentieth-century political
figures such as Ida B. Wells, Mary McLeod
Bethune, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Booker T.
Washington.
The Making of Black Detroit in the Age of Henry
Ford Beth Tompkins Bates 2012 In the 1920s,
Henry Ford hired thousands of African American
men for his open-shop system of auto
manufacturing. This move was a rejection of the
notion that better jobs were for white men only.
In The Making of Black Detroit in the Age of
Henry Ford
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