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My Place in the Sun George Stevens Jr.
2022-05-17 The son of a celebrated Hollywood
director emerges from his father's shadow to
claim his own place as a visionary force in
American culture. George Stevens, Jr. tells an
intimate and moving tale of his relationship with
his Oscar-winning father and his own
distinguished career in Hollywood and
Washington. Fascinating people, priceless
stories and a behind-the-scenes view of some of
America's major cultural and political events
grace this riveting memoir. George Stevens, Jr.
grew up in Hollywood and worked on film
classics with his father and writes vividly of his
experience on the sets of A Place in the Sun
(1951), Shane (1953), Giant (1956) and The
Diary of Anne Frank (1959). He explores how the
magnitude of his father's talent and
achievements left him questioning his own
creative path. The younger Stevens began to
forge his unique career when legendary
broadcaster Edward R. Murrow recruited him to
elevate the Motion Picture Service at the United
States Information Agency in John F. Kennedy's
Washington. Stevens' trailblazing efforts
initiated what has been called the "golden era"
of USIA filmmaking and a call to respect motion
pictures as art. His appointment as founding
director of the American Film Institute in 1967
placed him at the forefront of culture and
politics, safeguarding thousands of endangered
films and training a new generation of
filmmakers. Stevens' commitment to America's
cultural heritage led to envisioning the
prestigious Kennedy Center Honors and
propelled a creative life of award-winning films
and television programs that heightened
attention to social justice, artistic achievement,
and the American experience. Stevens provides
a rare look at a pioneering American family
spanning five generations in entertainment: from
the San Francisco stage in the 19th century to
silent screen comedies, Academy Award-winning
films, Emmy Award-winning television programs
and a Broadway play in the 21st century. He

reveals the private side of the dazzling array of
American presidents, first ladies, media moguls,
and luminaries who cross his path, including
Elizabeth Taylor, Sidney Poitier, the Kennedys,
Yo-Yo Ma, Cary Grant, James Dean, Bruce
Springsteen, Barack and Michelle Obama, and
many more. In My Place in the Sun, George
Stevens, Jr. shares his lifelong passion for
advancing the art of American film, enlightening
audiences, and shining a spotlight on notable
figures who inspire us. He provides an insightful
look at Hollywood's Golden Age and an insider's
account of Washington spanning six decades,
bringing to life a sparkling era of American
history and culture.
A Uniquely American Epic Michael Bliss
2019-12-10 One of the most innovative films
ever made, Sam Peckinpah's motion picture The
Wild Bunch was released in 1969. From the
outset, the film was considered controversial
because of its powerful, graphic, and direct
depiction of violence, but it was also praised for
its lush photography, intricate camera work, and
cutting-edge editing. Peckinpah's tale of an ill-
fated, aging outlaw gang bound by a code of
honor is often regarded as one of the most
complex and impactful Westerns in American
cinematic history. The issues dealt with in this
groundbreaking film—violence, morality,
friendship, and the legacy of American ambition
and compromise—are just as relevant today as
when the film first opened. To acknowledge the
significance of The Wild Bunch, this collection
brings together some of the leading Peckinpah
scholars and critics to examine what many
consider to be the director's greatest work. The
book's nine essays cover an array of topics.
Explored are the function of violence in the film
and how its depiction is radically different from
what is seen in other movies, the background of
the film's production, the European response to
the film's view of human nature, and the strong
sense of the Texas/Mexico milieu surrounding
the film's action.
Hitchcock and the Censors John Billheimer
2019-06-14 Throughout his career, Alfred
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Hitchcock had to contend with a wide variety of
censors attuned to the slightest suggestion of
sexual innuendo, undue violence, toilet humor,
religious disrespect, and all forms of indecency,
real or imagined. From 1934 to 1968, the Motion
Picture Production Code Office controlled the
content and final cut on all films made and
distributed in the United States. During their
review of Hitchcock's films, the censors
demanded an average of 22.5 changes, ranging
from the mundane to the mind-boggling, on each
of his American films. In his award-winning
Hitchcock and the Censors, author John
Billheimer traces the forces that led to the
Production Code and describes Hitchcock's
interactions with code officials on a film-by-film
basis as he fought to protect his creations,
bargaining with code reviewers and sidestepping
censorship to produce a lifetime of memorable
films. Despite the often-arbitrary decisions of the
code board, Hitchcock still managed to push the
boundaries of sex and violence permitted in films
by charming—and occasionally tricking—the
censors, and by swapping off bits of dialogue,
plot points, and individual shots (some of which
had been deliberately inserted as trading chips)
to protect cherished scenes and images. By
examining Hitchcock's priorities in dealing with
the censors, this work highlights the director's
theories of suspense as well as his magician-like
touch when negotiating with code officials.
Charles Boyer John Baxter 2021-11-23 Charles
Boyer: The French Lover is the first biography of
Boyer to exist in English in almost forty years.
Author John Baxter artfully presents the often-
tragic life of this often overlooked, yet
profoundly impactful French actor. Baxter
relates how Boyer (1899–1978) established
himself in the theater and cinema of France,
confidently transitioning from silent film to
sound and making a name for himself as a
romantic leading man in Hollywood through the
early 1940s. During World War II, Boyer put his
career on hold to become politically active on
behalf of his occupied home country. Upon
returning to the stage and screen, Boyer
adapted effortlessly to postwar character roles
in both Europe and the United States. He
entered television in the 1950s as both producer
and performer, and then remade himself as a
comedy performer in the 1960s. Nominated four

times for Academy Awards, he was honored by
the Academy only once—a special honorary
award received for his activities on behalf of
France during World War II. In an insightful
analysis of Boyer's choice of roles during and
after World War II, Baxter shows that the actor
possessed a shrewd perception of his image.
Baxter reveals how Boyer, realizing his accent
would always mark him as an outsider, both
embraced and subverted that identity. Far from
clinging to the performances that made him
famous, Boyer showed a readiness to break the
mold. Yet above all, Baxter argues, Boyer's
greatest achievement was becoming the
embodiment of exiles everywhere.
Yves Montand Joseph Harriss 2024-01-09 Once
described by the New York Times as "the
quintessential French Romantic, half adventurer,
half-intellectual," actor, singer, and political
activist Yves Montand won the hearts of
audiences around the world with a charisma and
talent that transcended physical and linguistic
borders. Born in Italy as Ivo Livi, Montand
achieved international recognition for his
singing and performances in films such as
Salaire de la Peur (1952) and Let's Make Love
(1960) with Marilyn Monroe, with whom he had
a passionate but short-lived affair. An Oscar and
BAFTA Award winner who was also twice
nominated for a César Award for best actor,
Montand's success was not limited to his work in
film. Discovered and mentored by Edith Piaf, his
interpretations of French songs were intense
and intoxicating. His mellow baritone voice led
to Broadway stardom and sent him on tour,
making him one of the best-known entertainers
of his day. Yves Montand: The Passionate Voice
profiles Montand's complex, dynamic, and
extraordinary life. From his birth in an Italian
village near Florence in 1921 to his "accidental"
immigration to France, his international success
as an actor, singer, and activist to his sudden
death from a heart attack in 1991, Joseph
Harriss covers every aspect of Montand's life
and career. Drawing on foreign-language
biographies, Montand's autobiography,
specialized studies, interviews, and other
archival materials, Yves Montand is a riveting
and multidimensional account of Montand's
story and legacy.
Saul Bass Jan-Christopher Horak 2014-10-09
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Food is a significant part of our daily lives and
can be one of the most telling records of a time
and place. Our meals -- from what we eat, to how
we prepare it, to how we consume it -- illuminate
our culture and history. As a result, cookbooks
present a unique opportunity to analyze
changing foodways and can yield surprising
discoveries about society's tastes and priorities.
In Kentucky's Cookbook Heritage, John van
Willigen explores the state's history through its
changing food culture, beginning with Lettice
Bryan's The Kentucky Housewife (originally
published in 1839). Considered one of the
earliest regional cookbooks, The Kentucky
Housewife includes pre--Civil War recipes
intended for use by a household staff instead of
an individual cook, along with instructions for
serving the family. Van Willigen also shares the
story of the original Aunt Jemima -- the
advertising persona of Nancy Green, born in
Montgomery County, Kentucky -- who was one of
many African American voices in Kentucky
culinary history. Kentucky's Cookbook Heritage
is a journey through the history of the
commonwealth, showcasing the shifting
priorities and innovations of the times. Analyzing
the historical importance of a wide range of
publications, from the nonprofit and charity
cookbooks that flourished at the end of the
twentieth century to the contemporary cookbook
that emphasizes local ingredients, van Willigen
provides a valuable perspective on the state's
social history.
Jean Gabin Joseph Harriss 2023-01-24 When
one thinks of the quintessential Frenchman, one
likely pictures Jean Gabin (1904-1976). The son
of music hall performers, the Paris-born actor
grew up in the entertainment business. His
onscreen debut in the 1930's marked the
beginning of many memorable roles in films such
as La Grande Illusion (1937) and Émile Zola's La
Bête Humaine (1938). His performances would
earn him international recognition and establish
his reputation as one of the greatest stars of film
noir. Pausing his performances on screen, Gabin
joined the Allied struggle of WWII. Serving
under General Charles De Gaulle in the Free
French Forces as a tank commander, Gabin was
awarded several medals for his service. Upon his
return to acting after the war, he became the
embodiment of the uniquely French spirit—a

persona that would define his future roles. In
Jean Gabin: The Actor Who Was France, Joseph
Harriss tells the story of this French icon. This
well-researched biography documents Gabin's
life from his start as a reluctant singer and
dancer in Parisian music halls to his rise to film
superstardom. Harriss recounts the actor's
multi-faceted persona, including his famously
fiery temper, his tumultuous love
affairs—including a six-year relationship with the
German star Marlene Dietrich—and his military
valor. With this enthralling work, film
enthusiasts can gain an appreciation of France's
quintessential movie star and his lasting impact
on world cinema during its Golden Age.
Stuntwomen Mollie Gregory 2015-11-19 “Gives
voice to the women who have risked their lives
for a few (perilous) moments on the big screen.
A fascinating look at a risky profession.” —The
Washington Post They’ve traded punches in
knockdown brawls, crashed biplanes through
barns, and raced to the rescue in fast cars. They
add suspense and drama to the story, portraying
the swimmer stalked by the menacing shark, the
heroine dangling twenty feet below a soaring hot
air balloon, or the woman leaping nine feet over
a wall to escape a dog attack. Only an expert can
make such feats of daring look easy, and
stuntwomen with the skills to perform—and
survive—great moments of action in movies have
been hitting their mark in Hollywood since the
beginning of film. Here, Mollie Gregory presents
the first history of stuntwomen in the film
industry from the silent era to the twenty-first
century. In the early years of motion pictures,
women were highly involved in all aspects of film
production, but they were marginalized as
movies became popular, and more important,
profitable. Capable stuntwomen were replaced
by men in wigs, and very few worked between
the 1930s and 1960s. As late as the 1990s, men
wore wigs and women’s clothes to double as
actresses, and were even “painted down” for
some performances, while men and women of
color were regularly denied stunt work. For
decades, stuntwomen have faced institutional
discrimination, unequal pay, and sexual
harassment even as they jumped from speeding
trains and raced horse-drawn carriages away
from burning buildings. Featuring sixty-five
interviews, Stuntwomen showcases the
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absorbing stories and uncommon courage of
women who make their living planning and
performing action-packed sequences that keep
viewers’ hearts racing.
Harry Dean Stanton Joseph B. Atkins 2020-11-12
The first biography of the man Vanity Fair
described as “the philosopher poet of character
acting.” After a series of minor parts in
forgettable westerns, Harry Dean Stanton
gradually began to get film roles that showcased
his laid-back acting style, appearing in Cool
Hand Luke, Kelly’s Heroes, The Godfather: Part
II, and Alien. He became a headliner in the
eighties?starring in Wim Wenders’s moving
Paris, Texas and Alex Cox’s Repo Man?but it was
his extraordinary skill as a character actor that
established him as a revered cult figure and kept
him in demand throughout his career. Here,
Joseph B. Atkins unwinds Stanton’s enigmatic
persona, shedding light on his early life in West
Irvine, Kentucky, and exploring his difficult
relationship with his Baptist parents, his service
in the Navy, and the events that inspired him to
drop out of college and pursue acting. Atkins
also chronicles Stanton’s early years in
California, describing how he honed his craft at
the renowned Pasadena Playhouse before
breaking into television and movies. In addition
to examining his acclaimed body of work, Atkins
explores Harry Dean Stanton as a Hollywood
legend, following his years rooming with Jack
Nicholson, partying with David Crosby and
Mama Cass, jogging with Bob Dylan, and playing
poker with John Huston. Stanton is often
remembered for his crowd-pleasing roles in
movies like Pretty in Pink or Escape from New
York, but this impassioned biography illuminates
the entirety of his incredible sixty-year career,
drawing on interviews with the actor’s friends,
family, and colleagues.
Crane Robert Crane 2015-03-10 On June 29,
1978, Bob Crane, known to Hogan's Heroes fans
as Colonel Hogan, was discovered brutally
murdered in his Scottsdale, Arizona, apartment.
His eldest son, Robert Crane, was called to the
crime scene. In this poignant memoir, Robert
Crane discusses that terrible day and how he has
lived with the unsolved murder of his father. But
this storyline is just one thread in his tale of
growing up in Los Angeles, his struggles to
reconcile the good and sordid sides of his

celebrity father, and his own fascinating life.
Crane began his career writing for Oui magazine
and spent many years interviewing celebrities
for Playboy—stars such as Chevy Chase, Bruce
Dern, Joan Rivers, and even Koko the signing
gorilla. As a result of a raucous encounter with
the cast of Canada's SCTV, he found himself
shelving his notepad and tape recorder to enter
the employ of John Candy—first as an on-again,
off-again publicist; then as a full-time assistant,
confidant, screenwriter, and producer; and
finally as one of Candy's pallbearers. Through
disappointment, loss, and heartbreak, Crane's
humor and perseverance shine. Beyond the big
stars and behind-the-scenes revelations, this
riveting account of death, survival, and renewal
in the shadow of the Hollywood sign makes a
profound statement about the desire for love and
permanence in a life where those things
continually slip away. By turns shocking and
uplifting, Crane is an unforgettable and deeply
human story.
The Woman Who Dared William M. Drew
2023-03-07 In the early days of motion
pictures—before superstars, before studio
conglomerates, before even the advent of
sound—there was a woman named Pearl White
(1889–1938). A quintessential beauty of the
time, with her perfectly tousled bob and come-
hither stare, White's rise to stardom was swift;
her assumption of the title of queen of American
motion picture serials equally deserved. Born
the youngest of five children in a small, rural
Missouri farm town, White first began
performing in high school. She would eventually
make the decision to cut her education short,
dropping out to go on the Trousdale Stock
Company. A bit player in the early years of her
career, she was eventually spotted by the
Powers Film Company in New York. She made
her film debut in 1910 and soon set herself apart
from her female colleagues with her reputation
for fearless performances that often involved her
own stunt work. It was that same daring attitude
that would put her on the map internationally as
an actress. From flying airplanes to swimming
across rapid rivers, to racing cars in serials like
The Perils of Pauline (1914), White was
undaunted by the demands of her onscreen
career. She went on to star in popular serial
classics such as The New Exploits of Elaine
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(1915), The Iron Claw (1916), The Fatal Ring
(1917), and The Lightning Raider (1919). As
active socially as she was professionally, White
would also lend her audacious spirit to activism
as she took part in the early feminist movement.
Her bravery and mastery of her craft made her a
positive role model for suffragettes who battled
for women's rights in the United States. The
Woman Who Dared: The Life and Times of Pearl
White, Queen of the Serials, is the first full-
length biography of this pioneering star. In this
study of film history and female agency, Drew
delves into the cultural impact of White's work
and how it evolved along a concurrent trajectory
with the social upheavals of the Progressive Era.
Intrepid Laughter Andrew Dickos 2013-04-01
Throughout his career, Preston Sturges
(1898–1959) was known for bringing
sophistication and wit to the genre of comedy,
establishing himself as one of the most valuable
writer-directors in 1940s Hollywood. Today,
more than fifty years after they were originally
produced, his films have lost little of their edge
and remain extremely popular. Intrepid
Laughter is an essential guide to the life and
work of this luminary of the stage and screen,
following Sturges from his unusual childhood, to
his early success as a Broadway playwright, to
his whirlwind career in Hollywood.
Mean...Moody...Magnificent! Christina Rice
2021-06-15 By the early 1950s, Jane Russell
(1921–2011) should have been forgotten. Her
career was launched on what is arguably the
most notorious advertising campaign in cinema
history, which invited filmgoers to see Howard
Hughes's The Outlaw (1943) and to "tussle with
Russell." Throughout the 1940s, she was
nicknamed the "motionless picture actress" and
had only three films in theaters. With such a
slow, inauspicious start, most aspiring actresses
would have given up or faded away. Instead,
Russell carved out a place for herself in
Hollywood and became a memorable and
enduring star. Christina Rice offers the first
biography of the actress and activist perhaps
most well-known for her role in Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes (1953). Despite the fact that her
movie career was stalled for nearly a decade,
Russell's filmography is respectable. She worked
with some of Hollywood's most talented
directors—including Howard Hawks, Raoul

Walsh, Nicholas Ray, and Josef von
Sternberg—and held her own alongside costars
such as Marilyn Monroe, Robert Mitchum, Clark
Gable, Vincent Price, and Bob Hope. She also
learned how to fight back against Howard
Hughes, her boss for more than thirty-five years,
and his marketing campaigns that exploited her
physical appearance. Beyond the screen, Rice
reveals Russell as a complex and confident
woman. She explores the star's years as a
spokeswoman for Playtex as well as her deep
faith and work as a Christian vocalist. Rice also
discusses Russell's leadership and patronage of
the WAIF foundation, which for many years
served as the fundraising arm of the
International Social Service (ISS) agency. WAIF
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars,
successfully lobbied Congress to change laws,
and resulted in the adoption of tens of thousands
of orphaned children. For Russell, the work she
did to help unite families overshadowed any of
her onscreen achievements. On the surface, Jane
Russell seemed to live a charmed life, but Rice
illuminates her darker moments and her
personal struggles, including her empowered
reactions to the controversies surrounding her
films and her feelings about being portrayed as a
sex symbol. This stunning first biography offers
a fresh perspective on a star whose legacy
endures not simply because she forged a notable
film career, but also because she effectively used
her celebrity to benefit others.
Miriam Hopkins Allan R. Ellenberger 2018-01-12
Miriam Hopkins (1902–1972) first captured
moviegoers' attention in daring precode films
such as Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1931), The
Story of Temple Drake (1933), and Ernst
Lubitsch's Trouble in Paradise (1932). Though
she enjoyed popular and critical acclaim in her
long career—receiving an Academy Award
nomination for Becky Sharp (1935) and a Golden
Globe nomination for The Heiress (1949)—she is
most often remembered for being one of the
most difficult actresses of Hollywood's golden
age. Whether she was fighting with studio
moguls over her roles or feuding with her
avowed archrival, Bette Davis, her reputation for
temperamental behavior is legendary. In the
first comprehensive biography of this colorful
performer, Allan R. Ellenberger illuminates
Hopkins's fascinating life and legacy. Her
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freewheeling film career was exceptional in
studio-era Hollywood, and she managed to
establish herself as a top star at Paramount,
RKO, Goldwyn, and Warner Bros. Over the
course of five decades, Hopkins appeared in
thirty-six films, forty stage plays, and countless
radio programs. Later, she emerged as a pioneer
of TV drama. Ellenberger also explores
Hopkins's private life, including her
relationships with such intellectuals as Theodore
Dreiser, Dorothy Parker, Gertrude Stein, and
Tennessee Williams. Although she was never
blacklisted for her suspected Communist
leanings, her association with these freethinkers
and her involvement with certain political
organizations led the FBI to keep a file on her
for nearly forty years. This skillful biography
treats readers to the intriguing stories and
controversies surrounding Hopkins and her
career, but also looks beyond her Hollywood
persona to explore the star as an
uncompromising artist. The result is an
entertaining portrait of a brilliant yet
underappreciated performer.
The Queen of Technicolor Tom Zimmerman
2022-07-26 Best known for her appearances in
the six Technicolor "Neverland" movies, Maria
Montez is a film icon. Growing up as one of ten
children in the Dominican Republic, her rise as a
film star in the United States seemed unlikely. In
1939, Montez set off on her own to New York
City to fulfill her aspirations of movie stardom.
Despite having no substantial acting experience,
Montez managed to sign with major agent Louis
Schurr who helped her secure a contract with
Universal Studios before she moved out to
Hollywood. Following her arrival in Los Angeles,
Montez began cultivating the larger-than-life
persona for which she is known. Her beauty,
personality, and series of publicity antics,
including dramatic restaurant entrances,
endeared her to the press. She even created her
own fan club—The Montez for Stardom Club.
Her ambitious self-promotion bolstered the
success she found with her first big lead in
Arabian Nights, released in 1943. From then on,
the studio referred to her as "The Queen of
Technicolor." Author Tom Zimmerman puts
Montez's life in historical context, including her
role as a cultural icon and a living
representation of the United States' Good

Neighbor Policy with Latin American countries.
With her thick Dominican accent, Montez
struggled to make herself intelligible to an
American audience. However, unlike some of her
Latin contemporaries, she did not present a
caricature of her culture or use her accent for
comedic purposes, giving her credibility with a
Latin American audience. Zimmerman skillfully
recounts the story of Montez's fiery ambition
and her ascent to Hollywood fame, giving her
the opportunity to live on in public memory.
Ecstasy and Me My Life As a Woman Hedy
Lamarr 2014-08-16 This is the autobiography of
Hedy Lamarr, who is famous for two things:
First: Her movie career, as she was regarded as
the most beautiful woman in Hollywood. She was
also the first woman ever to appear nude in a
movie. Second: She is famous as an inventor, a
scientist and a researcher, especially during the
Second World War, as she developed and
patented a method to defend against torpedoes
and missiles. She also developed an anti-aircraft
system where the anti-aircraft fire would not hit
the aircraft but would explode nearby.
Nowadays, in the aftermath of the shooting
down of Malaysian Airline 17 over Eastern
Ukraine, killing 298 passengers, a new look is
being taken at the process developed by Hedy
Lamarr. The missile that shot down the
Malaysian Airplane used a system similar to the
one developed by Hedy Lamarr, and the defense
against torpedoes she developed might have
applications to prevent future commercial
aircraft from being knocked down.
Hollywood Presents Jules Verne Brian Taves
2015-05-26 An “illuminating” look at how
filmmakers have taken us around the world,
under the sea, and to the center of the earth
over the course of a century (Milwaukee
Express). Even for those who have never read
Jules Verne, the author’s very name conjures
visions of the submarine in Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea, the epic race in Around
the World in Eighty Days, the spacecraft in From
the Earth to the Moon, and the daring descent in
Journey to the Center of the Earth. One of the
most widely translated authors of all time, Verne
has inspired filmmakers since the early silent
period and continues to fascinate audiences
more than a century after his works were first
published. His riveting plots and vivid
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descriptions easily transform into compelling
scripts and dramatic visual compositions. In
Hollywood Presents Jules Verne, Brian Taves
investigates the indelible mark that the author
has left on English-language cinema.
Adaptations of Verne’s tales have taken many
forms—early movie shorts, serials, feature films,
miniseries, and television shows—and have been
produced as both animated and live-action films.
Taves illuminates how, as these stories have
been made and remade over the years, each new
adaptation looks back not only to Verne’s words
but also to previous screen incarnations. He also
examines how generations of actors have
portrayed iconic characters such as Phileas Fogg
and Captain Nemo, and how these figures are
treated in pastiches such as Journey 2: The
Mysterious Island. Investigating the biggest box-
office hits as well as lower-budget productions,
this comprehensive study will appeal not only to
fans of the writer's work but also to readers
interested in the ever-changing relationship
between literature, theater, and film.
They Made the Movies James Bawden
2023-10-10 For decades, James Bawden and Ron
Miller have established themselves as maestros
of provocative interviews, giving fans unmatched
insights into the lives of Hollywood A-listers. In
their fourth collection, the authors pay tribute to
film pioneers who lit up Tinseltown from the
1930s through the 1960s. They Made the Movies
features conversations with legendary directors
who created many of film's all-time classics,
including Frank Capra (It's A Wonderful Life,
1946), Richard Fleischer (20,000 Leagues Under
the Sea, 1954), Alfred Hitchcock (Psycho, 1960),
Ralph Nelson (Lilies of the Field, 1963), Robert
Wise (The Sound of Music, 1965), and Chuck
Jones (How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 1966).
Tantalizing firsthand details about many
acclaimed films are revealed, such as the
revelation of Mervyn LeRoy's first-choice of lead
actress for The Wizard of Oz ("Shirley Temple...
but Shirley couldn't sing like Judy [Garland]"),
Billy Wilder's insights on directing ("You have to
be a sycophant, a sadist, a nurse, a
philosopher"), and how megaproducer Hal B.
Wallis purchased an unproduced play titled
Everybody Comes to Rick's and transformed it
into Casablanca ("The part [of Sam] almost went
to Lena Horne, but I thought she was too

beautiful"). The authors also celebrate the
contributions of marginalized filmmakers such
as Ida Lupino, James Wong Howe, Oscar
Micheaux, and Luis Valdez, who prevailed in
Hollywood despite the discrimination they faced
throughout their careers. They Made the Movies
appeals to film and television enthusiasts of all
ages.
Hitchcock Lost and Found Alain Kerzoncuf
2015-03-17 Known as the celebrated director of
critical and commercial successes such as
Psycho (1960) and The Birds (1963), Alfred
Hitchcock is famous for his distinctive visual
style and signature motifs. While recent books
and articles discussing his life and work focus on
the production and philosophy of his iconic
Hollywood-era films like Notorious (1946) and
Vertigo (1958), Hitchcock Lost and Found moves
beyond these seminal works to explore
forgotten, incomplete, lost, and recovered
productions from all stages of his career,
including his early years in Britain. Authors
Alain Kerzoncuf and Charles Barr highlight
Hitchcock's neglected works, including various
films and television productions that supplement
the critical attention already conferred on his
feature films. They also explore the director's
career during World War II, when he continued
making high-profile features while also
committing himself to a number of short war-
effort projects on both sides of the Atlantic.
Focusing on a range of forgotten but fascinating
projects spanning five decades, Hitchcock Lost
and Found offers a new, fuller perspective on
the filmmaker's career and achievements.
Dalton Trumbo Larry Ceplair 2015-01-13 James
Dalton Trumbo (1905–1976) is widely recognized
for his work as a screenwriter, playwright, and
author, but he is also remembered as one of the
Hollywood Ten who opposed the House Un-
American Activities Committee. Refusing to
answer questions about his prior involvement
with the Communist Party, Trumbo sacrificed a
successful career in Hollywood to stand up for
his rights and defend political freedom. In
Dalton Trumbo, authors Larry Ceplair and
Christopher Trumbo present their extensive
research on the famed writer, detailing his work,
his membership in the Communist Party, his
long campaign against censorship during the
domestic cold war, his ten-month prison
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sentence for contempt of Congress, and his
thirteen-year struggle to break the blacklist. The
blacklist ended for Trumbo in 1960, when he
received screen credits for Exodus and
Spartacus. Just before his death, he received a
long-delayed Academy Award for The Brave One,
and in 1993, he was posthumously given an
Academy Award for Roman Holiday (1953). This
comprehensive biography provides insights into
the many notable people with whom Trumbo
worked, including Stanley Kubrick, Otto
Preminger, and Kirk Douglas, and offers a
fascinating look at the life of one of Hollywood's
most prominent screenwriters and his battle
against persecution.
Barbara La Marr Sherri Snyder 2017-12-15
Barbara La Marr's (1896–1926) publicist once
confessed: "There was no reason to lie about
Barbara La Marr. Everything she said,
everything she did was colored with news-
value." When La Marr was sixteen, her older
half-sister and a male companion reportedly
kidnapped her, causing a sensation in the media.
One year later, her behavior in Los Angeles
nightclubs caused law enforcement to declare
her "too beautiful" to be on her own in the city,
and she was ordered to leave. When La Marr
returned to Hollywood years later, her loveliness
and raw talent caught the attention of producers
and catapulted her to movie stardom. In the first
full-length biography of the woman known as the
"girl who was too beautiful," Sherri Snyder
presents a complete portrait of one of the silent
era's most infamous screen sirens. In five short
years, La Marr appeared in twenty-six credited
films, including The Prisoner of Zenda (1922),
Trifling Women (1922), The Eternal City (1923),
The Shooting of Dan McGrew (1924), and Thy
Name Is Woman (1924). Yet by 1925—finding
herself beset by numerous scandals, several
failed marriages, a hidden pregnancy, and
personal prejudice based on her onscreen
persona—she fell out of public favor. When she
was diagnosed with a fatal lung condition, she
continued to work, undeterred, until she
collapsed on set. She died at the age of twenty-
nine. Few stars have burned as brightly and as
briefly as Barbara La Marr, and her
extraordinary life story is one of tempestuous
passions as well as perseverance in the face of
adversity. Drawing on never-before-released

diary entries, correspondence, and creative
works, Snyder's biography offers a valuable
perspective on her contributions to silent-era
Hollywood and the cinematic arts.
Albert Capellani Christine Leteux 2015-12-10 In
recent years, technology has given films of the
silent era and their creators a second life as new
processes have eased their restoration and
distribution. Among the films benefitting from
these developments are the works of director
Albert Capellani (1874–1931), whose oeuvre was
instrumental in the development of cinema in
the early 1900s and whose contributions rival
those of D. W. Griffith. For the first time in
English, Christine Leteux's essential biography
of Capellani offers a detailed assessment of the
groundbreaking director. Capellani began his
career in France at what was, at the time, the
biggest film company in the world: Pathé. There,
he directed the first multireel version of Les
Miserables in 1912 as well as his masterpiece,
Germinal (1913). After immigrating to the
United States, Capellani worked at a number of
production houses, including Metro Pictures
Corporation, where he produced his two best-
known films, The House of Mirth (1918) and The
Red Lantern (1919). He was well known for
making stage actors into movie stars, and
Mistinguett, Stacia Napierkowska, and Alla
Nazimova all rose to prominence under his
direction. The ups and downs of Capellani's
career paralleled the evolution of the film
industry and demonstrated the fickle nature of
success. His technical and aesthetic
achievements, however, paved the way for
future filmmakers. Featuring a foreword by
Academy Award–winning film historian Kevin
Brownlow, Leteux's intimate biography paints a
fascinating portrait of one of the leading
pioneers of early cinema and provides a new
window into the origins of the moving picture.
Vitagraph Andrew A. Erish 2021-06-08 Winner of
the 2022 Peter C. Rollins Book Award and the
2022 Browne Best Edited Reference/Primary
Source Work in Popular and American Culture
Award In Vitagraph: America's First Great
Motion Picture Studio, Andrew A. Erish provides
a comprehensive examination and reassessment
of the company most responsible for defining
and popularizing the American movie. This
history challenges long-accepted Hollywood
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mythology that Paramount and Fox invented the
feature film, that Universal created the star
system, and that these companies, along with
MGM and Warner Bros., developed motion
pictures into a multimillion-dollar business. In
fact, the truth about Vitagraph is far more
interesting than the myths that later moguls
propagated about themselves. Established in
1897 by J. Stuart Blackton and Albert E. Smith,
Vitagraph was the leading producer of motion
pictures for much of the silent era. Vitagraph
established America's studio system, a division
of labor utilizing specialized craftspeople and
artists and developed fundamental aspects of
American movies, from framing, lighting, and
performance style to emphasizing character-
driven comedy and drama in stories that
respected and sometimes poked fun at every
demographic of Vitagraph's vast audience. For
most of its existence America's most influential
studio was headquartered in Brooklyn, New
York, before relocating to Hollywood. A
historically rigorous and thorough account of the
most influential producer of American motion
pictures during the silent era, Erish draws on
valuable primary material long overlooked by
other historians to introduce readers to the
fascinating, forgotten pioneers of Vitagraph.
The Warner Brothers Chris Yogerst 2023-09-05
One of the oldest and most recognizable studios
in Hollywood, Warner Bros. is considered a
juggernaut of the entertainment industry. Since
its formation in the early twentieth century, the
studio has been a constant presence in cinema
history, responsible for the creation of acclaimed
films, blockbuster brands, and iconic superstars.
These days, the studio is best known as a media
conglomerate with a broad range of intellectual
property, spanning movies, TV shows, and
streaming content. Despite popular interest in
the origins of this empire, the core of the Warner
Bros. saga cannot be found in its commercial
successes. It is the story of four
brothers—Harry, Albert, Sam, and Jack—whose
vision for Hollywood helped shape the world of
entertainment as we know it. In The Warner
Brothers, Chris Yogerst follows the siblings from
their family's humble origins in Poland, through
their young adulthood in the American Midwest,
to the height of fame and fortune in Hollywood.
With unwavering resolve, the brothers soldiered

on against the backdrop of an America reeling
from the aftereffects of domestic and global
conflict. The Great Depression would not sink
the brothers, who churned out competitive films
that engaged audiences and kept their
operations afloat—and even expanding. During
World War II, they used their platform to push
beyond the limits of the Production Code and
create important films about real-world issues,
openly criticizing radicalism and the evils of the
Nazi regime. At every major cultural turning
point in their lifetime, the Warners held a front-
row seat. Paying close attention to the brothers'
identities as cultural and economic outsiders,
Yogerst chronicles how the Warners built a
global filmmaking powerhouse. Equal parts
family history and cinematic journey, The
Warner Brothers is an empowering story of the
American dream and the legacy four brothers
left behind for generations of filmmakers and
film lovers to come.
My Life in Focus Gianni Bozzacchi 2017-01-10
When Gianni Bozzacchi accepted an assignment
as a photographer on the set of The Comedians
(1967), he didn't know that his life was about to
change forever. His ability to capture the beauty
of candid moments drew the attention of the
film's star, Elizabeth Taylor, and prompted her
to hire him as her personal photographer. Not
only did he go on to enjoy a jet-set life as her
friend and confidant—preserving unguarded
moments between the violet-eyed beauty and
Richard Burton as they traveled the world—but
Bozzacchi also became an internationally
renowned photographer and shot some of the
biggest celebrities of the 1960s and 1970s. In
My Life in Focus, Bozzacchi traces his journey
from humble beginnings to the sphere of the rich
and famous. As a child, he cultivated his skills by
working with his father—a photographer for the
Italian government. Following in his parent's
footsteps was not something Bozzacchi had
foreseen for his future; but his passion for taking
pictures and his ability to put his subjects at
ease enabled him to capture stunning images of
some of the greatest stars of the twentieth
century, including Audrey Hepburn, Steve
McQueen, Raquel Welch, Mia Farrow, Clint
Eastwood, and the royal family of Monaco.
Beautifully illustrated with many of the
photographer's most iconic images, this lively
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memoir reveals private moments in the Taylor-
Burton love story and provides an invaluable
behind-the-scenes look at the business of
filmmaking and the perils of celebrity.
Conversations with Legendary Television
Stars James Bawden 2019-08-13 During
television's first fifty years—long before cable
networks, Hulu, Netflix, and the like—families
would gather around their television sets nightly
to watch entertaining shows such as I Love Lucy,
Gunsmoke, M*A*S*H, The Beverly Hillbillies,
Fantasy Island, and The Rockford Files. Many of
the stars of these beloved shows have passed
away, but their presence remains intact—not
only through their television show performances,
which are still viewed and appreciated today,
but also through stories they told in interviews
over the years. Seasoned journalists and authors
James Bawden and Ron Miller have captured
provocative and entertaining interviews with
important figures from TV's first fifty years.
These thirty-nine interviews, selected from
conversations conducted from 1971–1998,
present a fascinating glimpse of some of
television's most influential performers.
Featured are exclusive interviews with major
stars (including Donna Reed, James Garner, and
Ricardo Montalban), icons of comedy (including
Lucille Ball, George Burns, and Milton Berle), TV
hosts (including Dick Clark and Ed Sullivan), and
notable musical entertainers (such as Glen
Campbell, Mary Martin, and Lawrence Welk).
Each chapter of this volume explores the
subject's television work—with detailed behind-
the-scenes disclosures—and includes additional
information about the subject's performances in
film and on stage.
John Gilbert Eve Golden 2013-04-12 Charming
and classically handsome, John Gilbert
(1897–1936) was among the world's most
recognizable actors during the silent era. He
was a wild, swashbuckling figure on screen and
off, and accounts of his life have focused on his
high-profile romances with Greta Garbo and
Marlene Dietrich, his legendary conflicts with
Louis B. Mayer, his four tumultuous marriages,
and his swift decline after the introduction of
talkies. A dramatic and interesting personality,
Gilbert served as one of the primary inspirations
for the character of George Valentin in the
Academy Award–winning movie The Artist

(2011). Many myths have developed around the
larger-than-life star in the eighty years since his
untimely death, but this definitive biography sets
the record straight. Eve Golden separates fact
from fiction in John Gilbert: The Last of the
Silent Film Stars, tracing the actor's life from his
youth spent traveling with his mother in acting
troupes to the peak of fame at MGM, where he
starred opposite Mae Murray, Norma Shearer,
Joan Crawford, Greta Garbo, and other actresses
in popular films such as The Merry Widow
(1925), The Big Parade (1925), Flesh and the
Devil (1926), and Love (1927). Golden debunks
some of the most pernicious rumors about the
actor, including the oft-repeated myth that he
had a high-pitched, squeaky voice that ruined his
career. Meticulous, comprehensive, and
generously illustrated, this book provides a
behind-the-scenes look at one of the silent era's
greatest stars and the glamorous yet brutal
world in which he lived.
John Ford Joseph McBride 2023-12-05 Orson
Welles was once asked which directors he most
admired. He replied: "The old masters. By which
I mean John Ford, John Ford, and John Ford." A
legend in his own time, John Ford (1894–1973)
received a record four Academy Awards for best
director, and two of his World War II
documentaries won Oscars for the US Navy. He
directed 136 films in a career that lasted from
the early silent era through the late 1960s. Ford
is celebrated throughout the world as the
cinema's foremost chronicler of American
history, the leading poet of the Western genre,
and a wide-ranging filmmaker of profound
emotional impact. His classic films—including
Stagecoach (1939), The Grapes of Wrath (1940),
How Green Was My Valley (1941), The Quiet
Man (1952), The Searchers (1956), and The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962)—remain
widely popular, and he has been acknowledged
as a major influence on filmmakers such as Jean
Renoir, Ingmar Bergman, Akira Kurosawa,
Howard Hawks, Frank Capra, Samuel Fuller,
Elia Kazan, Sidney Lumet, Martin Scorsese,
Steven Spielberg, and George Lucas. In this
groundbreaking critical study, Joseph McBride
and Michael Wilmington provide an overview of
Ford's career as well as in-depth analyses of key
Ford films. Analyzing recurring Fordian themes
and relating each film to his entire body of work,
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the authors insightfully explore the full richness
of Ford's tragicomic vision of history. This new
and revised version includes a study of the
twenty-seven Ford silent films now known to
survive in whole or in part (more than double the
number available when the original edition was
published); essays on three controversial aspects
of Ford: his tragicomic sensibility, his views of
race, and the influence of his Irish heritage; and
an expanded version of McBride's interview with
Ford on the last day of his career.
Film's First Family Terry Chester Shulman
2019-11-12 Scandal, adultery, secret marriages,
divorce, custody battles, suicide attempts, and
alcoholism—the trials and tribulations of the
Costellos were as riveting as any Hollywood
feature film. This eccentric and talented clan
was one of the twentieth century's most famous
families of actors, until their achievements were
eclipsed by their own immutable penchant for
self-destruction. Patriarch Maurice Costello was
considered the first screen idol until his career,
marked by accusations of spousal abuse,
drunkenness, and physical assault, abruptly
ended. Costello's daughter, Helene, was the first
actress to star in an all-talking picture, but her
career was ruined by a very public divorce from
Lowell Sherman, who testified that his wife was
a drunk and an avid reader of pornography. And
though the original members of this family may
be gone, the legacy lives on—most notably
through actress Drew Barrymore. Written with
unprecedented access to the family's personal
documents and artifacts, as well as interviews
with several family members, Film's First Family
explores the dramatic history of the Costellos
and their extraordinary significance to the stage
and screen.
Olivia de Havilland Victoria Amador 2019-05-31
“There is much more to de Havilland’s story than
her role as Melanie Wilkes, and it’s all here . . . a
treat for film fans” (Booklist). Two-time Academy
Award winner Olivia de Havilland is best known
for her role as Melanie Wilkes in Gone with the
Wind. She often inhabited characters who were
delicate, elegant, and refined; yet at the same
time, she was a survivor with a fierce desire to
direct her own destiny on and off the screen.
She fought and won a lawsuit against Warner
Bros. over a contract dispute that changed the
studio contract system forever. She is also noted

for her long feud with her sister, fellow actress
Joan Fontaine—a feud that lasted from 1975
until Fontaine’s death in 2013. Victoria Amador
draws on extensive interviews and forty years of
personal correspondence with de Havilland to
present an in-depth look at her life and
career.Amador begins with de Havilland’s
childhood—she was born in Japan in 1916 to
affluent British parents who had aspirations of
success and fortune in faraway countries—and
her theatrical ambitions at a young age. The
book then follows her career as she skyrocketed
to star status, becoming one of the most well-
known starlets in Tinseltown. Readers are given
an inside look at her love affairs with iconic
cinema figures such as James Stewart and John
Huston, and her onscreen partnership with Errol
Flynn, with whom she starred in The Adventures
of Robin Hood and Dodge City. After she moved
to Europe, de Havilland became the first woman
to serve as the president of the Cannes Film
Festival in 1965, and remained active in film and
television for another two decades. Olivia de
Havilland: Lady Triumphant is a tribute to one of
Hollywood’s greatest legends, tracing her
evolution from a gentle heroine to a strong-
willed, respected, and admired artist.
Ridley Scott Vincent LoBrutto 2019-05-17 With
celebrated works such as Alien, Blade Runner,
Thelma & Louise, and Gladiator, Ridley Scott
has secured his place in Hollywood. This
legendary director and filmmaker has had an
undeniable influence on art and the culture of
filmmaking, but is also a respected media
businessman. In Ridley Scott: A Biography,
Vincent LoBrutto delves into Ridley Scott's
oeuvre in a way that allows readers to
understand the yin and yang of his exceptional
career. Presented is a unique crosscut between
the biographical facts of Ridley Scott's personal
life—his birth and early days in northeast
England, his life in New York City—and his
career in Hollywood as a director and producer
of television commercials, TV series, miniseries,
and feature films. Every film is presented,
analyzed, and probed for a greater
understanding of the visionary, his personality,
and his thought process, for a deeper perception
of his astounding work and accomplishments.
The voices of cast and crew who have worked
with Ridley Scott, as well as the words of the
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man himself, are woven throughout this book for
a fully realized, critical biography, revealing the
depth of the artist and his achievements.
Raoul Walsh Marilyn Moss 2011-06-01 Raoul
Walsh (1887–1980) was known as one of
Hollywood’s most adventurous, iconoclastic, and
creative directors. He carved out an illustrious
career and made films that transformed the
Hollywood studio yarn into a thrilling art form.
Walsh belonged to that early generation of
directors—along with John Ford and Howard
Hawks—who worked in the fledgling film
industry of the early twentieth century, learning
to make movies with shoestring budgets.
Walsh’s generation invented a Hollywood that
made movies seem bigger than life itself. In the
first ever full-length biography of Raoul Walsh,
author Marilyn Ann Moss recounts Walsh’s life
and achievements in a career that spanned more
than half a century and produced upwards of
two hundred films, many of them cinema
classics. Walsh originally entered the movie
business as an actor, playing the role of John
Wilkes Booth in D. W. Griffith’s The Birth of a
Nation (1915). In the same year, under Griffith’s
tutelage, Walsh began to direct on his own. Soon
he left Griffith’s company for Fox Pictures,
where he stayed for more than twenty years. It
was later, at Warner Bros., that he began his
golden period of filmmaking. Walsh was known
for his romantic flair and playful persona.
Involved in a freak auto accident in 1928, Walsh
lost his right eye and began wearing an eye
patch, which earned him the suitably dashing
moniker “the one-eyed bandit.” During his long
and illustrious career, he directed such
heavyweights as Humphrey Bogart, James
Cagney, Errol Flynn, and Marlene Dietrich, and
in 1930 he discovered future star John Wayne.
The Herridge Style Robert Herridge 2025-01-14
Writer, director, and producer Robert Herridge
left an enduring mark on the small screen, from
his stewardship of Camera Three in the early
1950s through the exciting days of live
television. The minimalist Herridge style that
placed performers in front of a camera on a
nearly empty soundstage, as well as his unique
brand of robust morbidity, produced some of the
most powerful performances to grace early TV.
Herridge pioneered dozens of innovative
productions for the CBS and NBC networks in

the 1950s and '60s, ranging from provocative
adaptations of works by Shirley Jackson and
Tennessee Williams to premier dance
collaborations with George Balanchine and
Agnes de Mille. He also created important jazz
programs featuring the likes of Billie Holiday,
Thelonious Monk, and Miles Davis. But for more
than sixty years, his groundbreaking work has
been almost completely overlooked by critics
and historians. In the first book devoted to
Herridge's life and career, editor John Sorensen
weaves together Herridge's unpublished memoir
with meticulous research into shows that have
become cultural milestones. The Herridge Style:
The Life and Work of a Television Revolutionary
introduces Robert Herridge's experiments on-
screen—and his extraordinary personal story—to
a new audience that has much to discover and
enjoy in the oeuvre of an artist hailed as
"Television's Forgotten Auteur."
Hedy Lamarr Ruth Barton 2010-06-07 Presents
the life and career of the Hollywood actress,
whose beauty and acting ability led to starring
roles in over thirty films and who was also the
co-inventor of a frequency-hopping technology
still used today in cell phones.
Conversations with Classic Film Stars James
Bawden 2016-04-01 James Bawden: Seeing the
way people behave when they're around you, is
it still fun being Cary Grant? Cary Grant: I don't
like to disappoint people. Because he's a
completely made-up character and I'm playing a
part. It's a part I've been playing a long time, but
no way am I really Cary Grant. A friend told me
once, "I always wanted to be Cary Grant." And I
said, "So did I."—from the book In Conversations
with Classic Film Stars, retired journalists James
Bawden and Ron Miller present an astonishing
collection of rare interviews with the greatest
celebrities of Hollywood's golden age.
Conducted over the course of more than fifty
years, they recount intimate conversations with
some of the most famous leading men and
women of the era, including Douglas Fairbanks
Jr., Joseph Cotten, Cary Grant, Gloria Swanson,
Joan Fontaine, Loretta Young, Kirk Douglas, and
many more. Each interview takes readers behind
the scenes with some of cinema's most iconic
stars. The actors convey unforgettable stories,
from Maureen O'Hara discussing Charles
Laughton's request that she change her last
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name, to Bob Hope candidly commenting on the
presidential honors bestowed upon him.
Humorous, enlightening, and poignant,
Conversations with Classic Film Stars is
essential reading for anyone who loves classic
movies.
William Wyler Gabriel Miller 2013-06-05 During
his forty-five-year career, William Wyler (1902-
-1981) pushed the boundaries of filmmaking
with his gripping storylines and innovative
depth-of-field cinematography. With a body of
work that includes such memorable classics as
Jezebel (1938), Mrs. Miniver (1942), Ben-Hur
(1959), and Funny Girl (1968), Wyler is the most
nominated director in the history of the Academy
Awards and bears the distinction of having won
an Oscar for Best Director on three occasions.
Both Bette Davis and Lillian Hellman considered
him America's finest director, and Sir Laurence
Olivier said he learned more about film acting
from Wyler than from anyone else. In William
Wyler, Gabriel Miller explores the career of one
of Hollywood's most unique and influential
directors, examining the evolution of his
cinematic style. Wyler's films feature nuanced
shots and multifaceted narratives that reflect his
preoccupation with realism and story
construction. The director's later works were
deeply influenced by his time in the army air
force during World War II, and the disconnect
between the idealized version of the postwar
experience and reality became a central theme
of Wyler's masterpiece, The Best Years of Our
Lives (1946). None of Wyler's contemporaries
approached his scope: he made successful and
seminal films in practically every genre,
including social drama, melodrama, and comedy.
Yet, despite overwhelming critical acclaim and
popularity, Wyler's work has never been
extensively studied. This long-overdue book
offers a comprehensive assessment of the
director, his work, and his films' influence.
Rex Ingram Ruth Barton 2014-11-11 This title
tells the story of one of the most celebrated and
forgotten directors of the silent film era. Born in
late-Victorian Dublin, Ingram immigrated to
America in his teens and studied sculpture at
Yale. Lured by the opportunities on offer in the
exciting world of New York's moving picture
industry, he abandoned his studies for the
cinema, becoming a successful director. But for

this obstinate perfectionist life in the newly
organised Hollywood studio system was
anathema, and in the early thirties, Ingram
abandoned cinema for a life of travel and
writing, an all but forgotten name when he died.
Ernest Lehman Jon Krampner 2022-09-27 A
Hollywood screenwriting and movie-making
icon, Ernest Lehman penned some of the most
memorable scenes to ever grace the silver
screen. Hailed by Vanity Fair as "perhaps the
greatest screenwriter in history," Lehman's work
on films such as North by Northwest, The King
and I, Sabrina, West Side Story, and The Sound
of Music helped define a generation of movie
making. But while his talent took center stage,
the public knew little of Lehman himself, a
native of Manhattan's Upper West Side and the
Five Towns of Long Island devoted to his wife of
50 years. His relentless perfectionism,
hypochondria and all-night writing sessions
fueled by tequila and grilled cheese sandwiches
were some of the quirks that made Lehman a
legend in the Hollywood community. In Ernest
Lehman: The Sweet Smell of Success, author Jon
Krampner lays bare the life of this lauded yet
elusive character. Moving seamlessly from post-
production meetings to sound stages and onto
the locations of Lehman's greatest films,
Krampner's extensive biography brings to life
the genius and singularity of the revered
screenwriter's personality and the contributions
he made to the world of cinema. Find out more
at ernestlehmanbio.com
Showman of the Screen A. T. McKenna
2016-11-01 Short, immaculately dressed, and
shockingly foul-mouthed, Joseph E. Levine
(1905–1987) was larger than life. He rose from
poverty in Boston's West End to become one of
postwar Hollywood's most prolific independent
promoters, distributors, and producers.
Alternately respected and reviled, this master of
movie promotion was responsible for bringing
films as varied as Godzilla: King of the Monsters!
(1956), Hercules (1958), The Graduate (1967),
The Lion in Winter (1968), and A Bridge Too Far
(1977) to American audiences. In the first
biography of this controversial pioneer, A. T.
McKenna traces Levine's rise as an influential
packager of popular culture. He explores the
mogul's pivotal role in many significant industry
innovations from the 1950s to the 1970s,
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examining his use of saturation release tactics
and bombastic advertising campaigns. Levine
was also a trailblazer in promoting European art
house cinema in the 1960s. He made Federico
Fellini's 8 (1963) a hit in America, feuded with
Jean-Luc Godard over their production of
Contempt (1963), and campaigned aggressively
for Sophia Loren to become the first actress to
win an Oscar for a foreign language
performance for her role in Two Women (1960).
Despite his significant accomplishments and
prominent role in shaping film distribution and
promotion in the post-studio era, Levine is
largely overlooked today. McKenna's in-depth
biography corrects misunderstandings and
misinformation about this colorful figure, and
offers a sober assessment of his contributions to
world cinema. It also illuminates Levine's
peculiar talent for movie- and self-promotion, as
well as his extraordinary career in the motion
picture business.
Strictly Dynamite Eve Golden 2023-09-19 Before
Salma Hayek, Eva Longoria, and Penelope Cruz,
there was Lupe Velez—one of the first Latin-
American stars to sweep past the xenophobia of
old Hollywood and pave the way for future icons
from around the world. Her career began in the
silent era, when her beauty was enough to make
it onto the silver screen, but with the rise of
talkies, Velez could no longer hope to hide her
Mexican accent. Yet Velez proved to be a
talented dramatic and comedic actress (and
singer) and was much more versatile than Greta
Garbo, Katharine Hepburn, Gloria Swanson, and
other legends of the time. Velez starred in such
films as Hot Pepper (1933), Strictly Dynamite
(1934), and Hollywood Party (1934), and her
popularity peaked in the 1940s after she
appeared as Carmelita Fuentes in eight Mexican
Spitfire films, a series created to capitalize on
Velez's reputed fiery personality. The media
emphasized the "Mexican Spitfire" persona, and
by many accounts, Velez's private life was as
colorful as the characters she portrayed on-
screen. Fan magazines mythologized her
mysterious childhood in Mexico, while
mainstream publications obsessed over the
drama of her romances with Gary Cooper, Erich
Maria Remarque, and John Gilbert, along with
her stormy marriage to Johnny Weissmuller. In
1944, a pregnant and unmarried Velez died of an

intentional drug overdose. Her tumultuous life
and the circumstances surrounding her early
death have been the subject of speculation and
controversy. In Strictly Dynamite: The
Sensational Life of Lupe Velez, author Eve
Golden uses extensive research to separate fact
from fiction and offer a thorough and riveting
examination of the real woman beneath the
gossip columns' caricature. Through astute
analysis of the actress's filmography and
interviews, Golden illuminates the path Velez
blazed through Hollywood. Her success was
unexpected and extraordinary at a time when a
distinctive accent was an obstacle, and yet very
few books have focused entirely on Velez's life
and career. Written with evenhandedness,
humor, and empathy, this biography finally gives
the remarkable Mexican actress the unique and
nuanced portrait she deserves.
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